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Saturday, 2 January – Leeds Town Hall 
Sunday, 3 January – Barbican, London  

Monday, 4 January – BBC Radio 3 broadcast 

 
 

The National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain (NYO) – the world’s greatest orchestra of teenagers – 
today announces its 2016 orchestra of 163 of the best young 13-19 year old musicians and a series 
of high-profile winter concerts. They are joined by conductor Nicholas Collon and American violinist 
Tai Murray for concerts of Korngold’s Violin Concerto, Prokofiev’s Symphony No 5 and Tchaikovsky’s 
Hamlet Fantasy-Overture. These concerts begin a busy year of activity which not only celebrates a 
new partnership with Classic FM, but will also take the orchestra across the UK, including 
Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Birmingham, Aldeburgh and London. 
 
Over half of the teenage musicians join the orchestra for the first time. All have at least a distinction 
at Grade VIII and won their place through national auditions involving almost 800 similarly able 
young players. The result of this year’s auditions is an orchestra of 76 female and 87 male musicians 
whose average age is 16. The orchestra boasts musicians from every corner of the UK – from Belfast 
to Crieff, Macclesfield to Milton Keynes – with half of the bassoon section coming from Scotland. 
17% of the musicians identify as non-white British, up 2.4% on the national average. Millie Ashton 
(17) from London, leads the orchestra just two years after joining NYO at the back of the violin 
section. 
 
NYO Inspire, an expansion of NYO activity aimed at giving breakthrough experiences of orchestral 
music to teenagers of all backgrounds, reached 1556 teenage musicians in its first year, and has 
borne its first fruit as 11% of this year’s NYO gained places through auditions after participating in 
the scheme. Peer inspiration is at the core of NYO Inspire, and each member of this year’s NYO will 
give an average of 5 extra days a year to NYO Inspire projects.   
 
NYO Inspire continues immediately following the January concerts with three-day workshops at two 
London schools, Highbury Grove School and Lister Community School. Supporting the orchestra’s 
vision of inspiring as many fellow teenagers as possible, their hands-on work will involve workshops 
and performances aimed at galvanising teenagers’ interest in orchestral music.  
 

http://www.nyo.org.uk/


 

Founded in 1948, NYO has become a vital part of cultural life in the UK and a world-renowned 
pinnacle of artistic achievement by young players of outstanding vitality and ability. A major part of 
its drive is to reach the widest possible audiences, and at the heart of their new partnership with 
Classic FM, tickets are just £5 for the under 25s. 
 
NYO comes together for a one-week residency at London’s Goldsmith’s College ahead of its concert 
tour. This is one of three residencies each year in which the young players work together, fusing 
intensive instrumental rehearsals with workshops addressing all aspects of musicality including 
voice, movement, composing and improvisation.  
 
Further season highlights include concerts in April with Kristjan Järvi and Chad Hoopes for Michael 
Daugherty’s Fire and Blood and Stravinsky’s The Firebird (London/8 April, Liverpool/9 April and 
Manchester/10 April). Its summer concerts, conducted by Edward Gardner in Birmingham, 
Aldeburgh and London, are of Holst’s The Planets and Strauss’ Also Sprach Zarathustra. 
  
 

‘The life-affirming National Youth Orchestra was exceptional’ 
The Guardian 

 
‘The NYOGB were just the thing to beat the New Year blues’ 

The Observer 
 

‘Not only one of the youngest youth orchestras in the world…the National Youth Orchestra of Great 
Britain is also one of the most ambitious’ 

The Daily Telegraph 
 

‘Precision, adrenaline-fuelled drive, and, most intoxicating of all, an unrestrained joy in the act of 
making music’ 
Financial Times 

 
 
For more information and tickets, please visit: http://www.nyo.org.uk/2016  
To find out more about the musicians, please visit: www.nyo.org.uk/meet-the-orchestra 
 
For further press information, tickets, pictures etc. please contact: 
Victoria Bevan at Albion Media / Victoria@albion-media.com / 020 3077 4947 
Annalie Schutz at Albion Media / Annalie@albion-media.com / 020 3077 4943 
  

  
Listings information: 
   
Tchaikovsky Hamlet, Fantasy-Overture Op 67 
Korngold Violin Concerto 
Prokofiev Symphony No 5 
 
Nicholas Collon conductor 
Tai Murray violin 
National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain 
 
Saturday 2 January 7.30pm 
Leeds Town Hall 
£12.50 - £33   
£5 for under 25s – in association with Classic FM 

http://www.nyo.org.uk/2016
http://www.nyo.org.uk/meet-the-orchestra
mailto:Victoria@albion-media.com
mailto:Annalie@albion-media.com


 

0113 224 3801 
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/LeedsConcertSeason/Pages/Event.aspx?s=4464 
 
 
Sunday 3 January, 7.00pm 
Barbican, London 
£10 - £29   
£5 for under 25s – in association with Classic FM 
020 7638 8891 
http://www.barbican.org.uk/music/event-detail.asp?ID=18145 
 
BIOGRAPHIES 
 
National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain 
NYO is at the pinnacle of youth orchestras worldwide. Uniquely among such orchestras, it is comprised entirely 
of teenagers. No other orchestra in the world achieves such brilliance in performance with such young 
musicians. Founded in 1948 in the belief that the UK's teenage musicians are capable of achieving the highest 
standards in performance, its influence has been profound. From the LSO to the Berlin Philharmonic to 
Carnegie Hall, anywhere in the world that classical music is played to the highest standards, ex-NYO members 
are to be found. This extraordinary track record of achievement was acknowledged with the award of The 
Queens Medal for Music 2012.   
  
Drawing its 164 musicians from every background and every part of the UK, NYO comes together three times a 
year to rehearse. During NYO Residencies our musicians engage in an innovative, immersive process of 
preparation alongside leading conductors, tutors, and soloists. Each Residency culminates in a high-profile 
concert tour, including an annual televised BBC Prom.  
  
NYO recently underwent the biggest expansion in its 67 year history, with two news strands of activity 
increasing the reach and impact of its work, strengthening its vital role in national cultural life and enabling 
many more teenagers to experience the transformative force of orchestral music. NYO Inspire harnesses the 
power of peer inspiration through a programme of workshops and events where musicians of the NYO can 
share their skills with other talented and committed young musicians around the UK who lack opportunities to 
advance their skills. In its first year, NYO Inspire reached 4159 people, many of whom had never heard an 
orchestra perform live before. Reaching out further, NYO Open shares NYO’s skills, expertise and resource as 
widely as possible through residencies, partnerships and the NYO website. 
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